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During the {inancial year ended 3-1 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, canied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriale evidence from the authority,

The intemal audlt fot 2A25DO has been caffied out in accordance with this aulhonty s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examrned, the intemal audit conclusions are summarisBd in this table . Set
out below are the obiectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the fi!'iancial year to a standard adequale
to meet the needs of lhis authority.

:\ Appropriate account'ng recorfls have been $icp.dy kepl throughout the lln ancial year

B. This authority complied with its linaocial regulations, payments were supported by invoices. all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropiately accounted lor,

This authortty assessgd the significant risks to achieving its obiectives and revier,vBd the adequacy
ol anangements to manage th€se.

i Ll. The precept or rates requirement result6d from an adequate budgetary process. progress againsl
tlie bu rly monitored; and reserves were appropriate

E. gxpected income was fuliy received, based on cqr.ect prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted lo.-

F. Cash payments were properly supported by .eceipts, allcash expenditure was approyed and
VAT approprialely accouflled for. r'

set and inveslments registers were complele and accurate and propedy mainliained

Periodic tlank account reconciliations were properly

J. Accounting state.ients prepared during the year lvere
and payfllents or rncome and expenditure), agreed to
trail from undedying records and where appropriate deblors and creoitor$ were properly recorded

L. The author,ty published the required informalion on a website/webpage up to da
intemal audit in accordance wilh the relevant legislalion-

',1 ln lhe ycar covered by Ihis AGAR. the auihorlty co.recUy proyided lor a period for tl.e exercise oi
publicrighls as required by the AccoLJnts and Aud,t Regulations r., . rr. ,:

lt al'aE l:r.'t q ll!) (

N. The autho.iiy has complied with the publication .equirements for 2024125 AGAR
-r,.i Je r\,/loe / t{rr:!arr,.r l\jc:(j.,

,:.r Ihe auihoflty has compled '"Jilh iaws regulations & p,oper practrces relairng to dlgrlal and oata
conipliance.

P. (For local councils ooly)
Trust funds (including ctnritabie) - The couocil met its (esponsibilities as a trustee ]qmffi

Name of pe.so. who canied out the irternal audit

N,IIKE PLATTEN CPFA

sbte the lr'lplicatiofii and n b€ing takeE to eddross any

o4lad2026
Dale

wsakoess in conlrol identified (add

coverage rs not requred the acnual inleanal audil.eoorimust erplair) why notiadd seoarale sheets ij rte€dedl.
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For any other risk areas identifed by lhis authqrity adequale controls existed (lisi any other risk areas en separate stleets if needed).
Date(s) r.riernai audil undenaken

271O112026 211O5t2A26

Srgnature ct person who
carried out the intemal audit

'1, th. response is no'phase
sepaaatc sheets if r6oded).

\ts.
No!
covered"

il. Salaries 1o employees and allowances to members v,/ere paid in accordance with lh;s aulhority s
arpprovais, and PAYE and l'{l req!irements were prop€rly applled.

'l lf lhe aLrthor tv cerlfied itseif aS exempt hom a I rnrted assurance review ,n 2024125 I mel ihe
eremglrcn c0tefla and coffectly- decla.ed ilse,l --xempt.

Annual Governance and Accounl,at ility Retum 2025126 Form 3
Local Councils. lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authonlies



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2A25126

We acknowledge as the members of;

HEYBRIDGE BASIN PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including anangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authorily will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting oi the authority on:

23t06t2026

and recorded as minute reference:

26/aq or

www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approvalwas given: 

chair /

Clerk

We have put in place anangements for effective financial
managemenl durlng the year, and for the preparation of
the accounling statemenls.

2. We nralntained an adequate system of intemal control
including rneasures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed ils effectiveness,

3, We have assured ourselves that there are no rnallers
of actual orpolential non"compliancewith laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significanl iinancial effect on the ability ofthis
authority to conduct its business or manage ts

has only done whal il has the legal power to do and has
complled with Praper Praclices in doing sa

4. We provided proper opporiunily during the year for
the exercise ofelectors rights n accordance with the
requirements oilheAccounls andAudit Regularions-

dunng the year gave allpersons interested lhe oppottunity ta
lnspect and ask queslions aboutthis authoity's accounts.

5. We carried oul an assessmenl of the risks fac,ng this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the inlroducUon of lnternal conirols and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documenled the financialand ather risks it
{aces and deall with thetn prapefiy.

6. We maintained lhroughout the year an adequate and
etrective system of internalaudit oithe accounting
records and control systems.

arnnged lot a competent person, independenl cf lhe financial
controls and pracedurcs lo give an objective view an whether
tntenalcontrols neet the needs ofthis snaller authority

7. We iook appropriale action on all malters ,aised
in rcports from iniemal and exiernal audil.

respanded to matters braught to 7s attenlion by intemaiand

8. We considered wheiher any liligalion, Labihties or
cornmifnenls, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financialimpact on
this aulhority and, where appropriate, have included ihem
in the accounting statements.

I

I

I

9. (For Iocal collncils ohly) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
t.uslee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund{syassets, including
linancial r€porting and, if required, indeperdent
examination or audit

I

I

has met all of tts respansibilities wherc, as a bady
corparcte, it is a sole nanaging trustee of a local

10. We have put in place anang€menls lor the effective lT
a.d dala managemenl in accordance with p.oper
p.actices during lhe y€ar under review.

has ma.Je sulabie arrcngements lor its 1T and dala
managemenl an.l has complied with proper plactices in

Yes' means that this authorny:

N/A
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prepared jts accounling stalemenls in accordance
with the Accounls and Audit Reguiations.

made proper affangemenls and accepted respanstbility
tat sclpgrdtdipq the publ'c nonpy ard.eso.t.cs tn

/

,./

disclased everything tt should have about its business activly
duing the year including events taking place after lhe year

Yes No

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025126 tor

HEYBRIDGE BASIN PARISH COUNCIL

1. Balances brought
forward '160,390 127,408

Total balances and Gserues at the beginning of the yeat
as rccorded in the financial recotds. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 31,500 30,500

Total amount of prccept (ot fot lDBs Gtes and levies)
received or receivable in lhe year Exclude any grants

3, (+) Total other recelpts
112,206 103,410

Total incame or receipts as recoded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2)- lnclude any
erants received.

4. (-) StafF costs

13,012 13,030

Tatal expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross salaries and wages,
employers Nl Loalribulions employets penstan
contributions, gratuilies and severance payments.

6, (-)AIl other payments
163,676 59,997

Tolal expenditure ar payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess sla,Tcosts (/lre 4) and loan interest/capital
rcpayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward 127,408 188,291

Tatal balances and reserves at the end of the year.
must equal (1+2+3) (4+5+6)

31 March
2025

E

31 l\,4arch

2426
E

Please round all figures lo rearest {r. Do not leave any
boxes blank and rcpod t0 or Nil balances. All figures
must agree to undedying financial rccods-

Year ending Notes and guidance

8. Total value of cash and
short term investmenls '127,408 188,291

The sum af all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shod term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliatioB.

9. Totalflxed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

120,326 126,163
The value af allthe propefty the authority owns- it is made
up of all its lixed assets and lonq tem investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third paiies (including PWLB).

',1 Do the figures in the
accounting statements above
exclude any tnrst transactions?

Fot guidance rcfet to the Pqctitioners' Guide sections 2-31 to 2.33-

For Local Councils Only Yes

I certify that forthe year ended 31 March 2026 lhe Accounting
Stalements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the linancial position of this aulhority.

Signed by Respon6ible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval,

Date
17t06t2026

I conflrm that these Accounting Statements we.e
approved by this authorlty on this date:

23t06t2026

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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No

as recorded in minute reference:

2a lzq a
Signed by Charr ot the meeti.rg where the Accounting
Statements were app+ci,ld

/(*-6.2-
// -,

5. (-) Loan inte.esucap[al
repayments 0 U

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
fiade during the year an the authority's bonawings (if any).

0 0


